
 
 
 

Contact: 
Alison Mitchell                Ann Colgrove   
202-829-0436 x31228                  202-829-0436 x31225  
alison_mitchell@nthp.org                     ann_colgrove@nthp.org  
    
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
President Lincoln’s Cottage Commemorates Anniversary of 16th President’s Assassination with Display of 

Ford’s Theater Flag  
 

 
 
Washington, DC – In remembrance of the 146th anniversary of President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, President 
Lincoln’s Cottage will display one of five American flags that were hanging in Ford’s Theatre the night of the assassination. 
The flag will be on display for one week only beginning on April 11, 2011.  
 
The flag is said to have been grabbed in haste from the bunting on the presidential box and used to cushion Lincoln’s head 
after he was shot. Thomas Gourlay, a part-time theater manager, kept the blood-stained flag that night, after Lincoln was 
moved to the Peterson House across the street from Ford’s Theatre. Jeannie Gourlay, actress in “Our American Cousin”, 
which was playing that night, and daughter of Thomas Gourlay, kept the flag in her possession until she died in 1924. It was 
donated to Pike County Historical Society by her son in 1954. The flag will be displayed in the Robert H. Smith Visitor 
Education Center, adjacent to the Cottage. 
 
In addition to this display, President Lincoln’s Cottage will host James Swanson, author of Manhunt and Bloody Crimes, on April 
14, the anniversary of the assassination. The event is part of the Cottage Conversation evening lecture series. Swanson is 
renowned as an expert on the Lincoln assassination. Due to its immense popularity, this is currently a wait-list-only event as 
general admission tickets sold out in February. For more information on Cottage Conversations visit 
http://www.lincolncottage.org/news/conversations.htm 
 
President Lincoln’s Cottage, located in Washington, D.C., is the most significant site associated with Abraham Lincoln’s 
presidency open to the public today.  Although the Cottage is in a pastoral setting 3 miles north of the White House, life here 
brought Lincoln and his family closer to the war.  Lincoln commuted three miles daily by horseback or coach to the White 
House, last visiting the Cottage the day before his assassination.  The New York Times said of the Cottage: “Its power is the 
power of association, its contact with a historical presence; we literally walk in a great figure’s footsteps.”   
 
Opened to the public for the first time in 2008, the Cottage offers intimate, guided tours providing an in-depth, media-
enhanced experience highlighting Lincoln’s ideas and actions through historical images and voices.  The Robert H. Smith 
Visitor Education Center houses thematic galleries and changing exhibitions providing visitors of all ages opportunities for in-
depth exploration of Lincoln's life and times.  
 
For information about visiting President Lincoln’s Cottage, go to www.lincolncottage.org.   
 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a non-profit membership organization bringing people together to protect, 
enhance and enjoy the places that matter to them. By saving the places where great moments from history – and the important 
moments of everyday life – took place, the National Trust for Historic Preservation helps revitalize neighborhoods and 
communities, spark economic development and promote environmental sustainability. With headquarters in Washington, DC, 
9 regional and field offices, 29 historic sites, and partner organizations in all 50 states, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation provides leadership, education, advocacy and resources to a national network of people, organizations and local 
communities committed to saving places, connecting us to our history and collectively shaping the future of America’s stories. 
For more information, visit www.PreservationNation.org. 
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