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Upcoming Programs
Lincoln’s

Shakespeare

June 3, 2010
6:30pm - 8:00pm
with
Michael Anderegg & Audra Polk

Bring a blanket and picinic and enjoy
this theatrical evening!

Admission: Free

Click Here forAdditional Information

Deaf Appreciation
Day
June 5, 2010

Special Cottage Tours will include
ASL interpretation and are exclusively
reserved for deaf and hearing-
impaired visitors.
*Advanced Ticket Purchase Required

Tickets: www.lincolncottage.org

Click Here forAdditional Information

Cottage Conversation
September 30, 2010
with Daniel Weinberg

RSVP: alison_mitchell@nthp.org
Visit our website for full schedule

From the Director...

Dear Friends,

I am delighted to write to you as the new Director of President
Lincoln’s Cottage. In my seven years with the Cottage, most
recently as Curator, 1 have been privileged to be part of the
extraordinary transformation of the Cottage from hidden
treasure to the vibrant center for learning about Lincolns
presidency that it is today.

Since opening in February 2008, over 55,000 visitors have come to the Cottage. And now in
our third year of operation, we will welcome almost 3,000 school-age visitors who participate
in avariety of curriculum-based programs as part of their Cottage experience. We also reach
students of all ages through our website, and I am proud to announce that the online version
of our award-winning Debating Emancipation program received the Platinum Best Practices
Award from the United States Distance Learning Association (USDLA) in May 2010.

To our many members and friends
around the country, thank you for h 1

your support. I hope that you enjoy In T 15 Issue o
this latest edition of our newsletter
and I encourage you to explore our
website and join us at upcoming

programs here at the Cottage. “Being Lincoln” Exhibit Preview

From the Director...
by Erin Carlson Mast, Director

Sincerely, Mary Lincoln Room Garden
Party Recap

5” /{%@'f" :
The Cause of Humanity: The

Lincolns’ Giving Throughout the War
by Erin Carlson Mast, Director

Erin Carlson Mast
Director
Erin_ CarlsonMast@nthp.org Site Rental Program
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a special exhibition at President Lincoln’s Cottage

This new exhibit opens August 2010

Mary Lincoln Room Garden Party

On May 17, 2010, the Mary
Todd Lincoln Room in
President Lincoln’s Cottage
was unveiled to members
of the Cottage and the
International Furnishings and
Design Association (IFDA)
who donated their time and
secured donations for the
project. This room will be
used for our Specialty Tours
and  preservation  related
programs.

For more information on Specialty Tours at
President Lincoln’s Cottage, visit:

WWW.LINCOLNCOTTAGE.ORG
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The Cause of Humanity

The Lincolns’ Charity Throughout the War

On August 20, 1862, during his first  DC Emancipation in April 1862, to provide adequate relief to

summer in residence at the Soldiers’
Home, President Lincoln opened
a bank account at Riggs & Co.
named simply, "A.Lincoln— Hospital
Fund.” The fund was started with
two $1,000 donations sent to Mary
Lincoln, one anonymous and one
that was apparently collected on
behalf of Brigadier General Michael
Corcoran, captured at Bull Run
and celebrated as a hero upon his
release a year later. The money was
intended to benefit wounded soldiers
recovering in the many arca hospitals,
including those the Lincolns passed
and sometimes visited when traveling
between the Cottage at the Soldiers’
Home and the White House.  Mary
Lincoln primarily used the money
to purchase provisions such as citrus
fruit for the recovering soldiers. Mrs.
Lincoln also delivered the produce
herself during her occasional hospital
visits or invited the hospitals to
come pick-up provisions, including
Christmas turkeys, at the White
House.

Only once did Mary appear to use the
hospital fund account for something
other than the relief of U.S. Soldiers.
In November 1862, Elizabeth Keckley,
an independent business woman
and former slave who Mary Lincoln
employed as a dress maker, appealed
to Mrs. Lincoln for funds for the
Contraband Relief Association, an
organization Keckley helped found
in order to raise funds to benefit
the flood of “contrabands™ coming
into the nations capital following

Contrabands were refugee  slaves
who lived in old army barracks or

Mrs. Abraham Lincoln
Mathew Brady, 1860-65

makeshift camps throughout the
District, some along the Lincolns’
route between the Soldiers” Home
and the White House.

Keckley's  words
Lincoln to action.
husband on November 3, 1862, Mary

details that the “immense number”

moved  Mary
In a letter to her

of contrabands in  Washington,
D.C. are “suffering intensely, many
without bed covering & having to
use any bits of carpeting to cover
themselves—Many dying of want—."
Mary further indicates that Keckley
was specifically having a hard time
raising any money amongst white
people in the District, and that
the funds raised were insufficient

contrabands.  Mary informs her
husband that she promised Keckley
$200 of a recent $1000 deposit in
the hospital fund account for bed
coverings to be distributed to the
contrabands and instructs him to
write the check. She punctuates this
decision with the statement, “The
cause of humanity requires it "
To any inevitable argument about
misuse of funds, Mary declares that
the soldiers are, comparatively, well
supplied and that $800 will remain
for the benefit of the wounded
soldiers. The Lincolns’ donation to
the Contraband Relief Association
represented  the largest individual
donation the association received
that entire year, roughly one quarter

of the $885.64 total raised.

Roland T Carr
history of George

According  to
who wrote a
Washington Riggs (original occupant
of President Lincoln’s Cottage and
co-founder of Riggs & Co. bank),
activity on the A. Lincoln Hospital
Fund account ceased after January 9,
1863. It is unclear why activity on the
account ended ($201.80 remained)
but records indicate that the Lincolns
continued to give to individuals and
charities from their personal funds.
Rescarch into the Riggs Bank Archive
ledgers confirms that activity on the
hospital fund account was brief.

The Lincoln’s contributions  to
hospitals did not end with the
hospital fund account.  President

Lincoln received numerous



Vol. 9

www.lincolncottage.org

Spring 2010

requests throughout his presidency to
donate items that could be auctioned
off by the womenof the U.S. Sanitary
Commission  for
Far and away the most requested
documents were the Emancipation
Proclamation and the Gettysburg
Address.
signed 48 copies of the Emancipation
Proclamation printed by Charles G.
Leland and George H. Boker to be
auctioned off at the “Philadelphia
Great Central Sanitary Fair” in 1864.
Lincoln also acquiesced to sending
original items, as he did in 1863 when
he sent the North-Western Sanitary
Fair in Chicago an original draft of
the  Emancipation
Originals commanded a much higher
price than mere copies. The original
draft document sold for $3.000,
raising considerable funds for the
Sanitary Commission. Unfortunately,
this handwritten document burned
years later in the Great Chicago Fire,
though a photographic copy survives.

soldiers” relief.

In one case, Lincoln hand-

Proclamation.

Perhaps the most unusual request
for items to be sold at auction to
benefitthe hospitals came froma Miss
Jennings of New York, who asked
for a lock of hair from the President
and each cabinet member. While
human hair was not uncommonly
incorporated Victorian —art
and craft, the request deviates from
the many that ask for documents

into

or other official, commemorative
items. Jennings proposed to take
the locks of hair and “embroider a
device on velvet, and then to have
it handsomely framed. The design
and workmanship will be such as
to make it very attractive, while
the associations connected with
the hair, will I am certain, render
it a conspicuous and valuable,
as well as salable, contribution
to the Fair” Research does not
indicate Lincoln complied with
Miss Jennings request, though he
did apparently send a copy of the
Gettysburg Address to the fair to
assist with the fundraiser.

Some of Lincoln’s  charity
was  more personal, like the
check he wrote in August 1863
for $5 to “Colored man, with
one leg”
their giving seems to have been

more structured, and channeled

However most of

through the hospital fund or,
increasingly, by request from
the US. Sanitary Commission.
The requests  for  donations
increased in 1863 and 1864, which
may indicate that as the war
progressed and various groups
such as the Sanitary Commission
became organized, the
Lincolns were content to focus

more

their efforts on donating to
those 01gamzat10ns or gwmg to

Buildings of the Great Central Fair, in aid of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, Logan Square,
Philadelphia, June 1864

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UMNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

A Proclamation,

AFRITERs, oo the tmenty-mmomn] duy of Fepbember, in fhe yoar of our Lonl o deis-
sl wight Stodeed and slxty-twe, u proclamation was issued by the Prosident of the United
Hlstes, clsining, among otbor things, the fillowlsz, s wit

 Thast om (e Sest day of Jawnary, in the yoor of eor Lond ove theaswm] eight bundrel
sl sisky-Shrees, all persons held ax slaves within nuy Stais sr decigrind part of 2 Stair, the
peophe whereof shall then be in redellion agaimst the United Sixies, shall bu then, thencefis-
ol sind forever, free; and b Exarefive povemmmeat oF tie Unitn] Stales, udoding the
mibfary and naval satbority Usersel, Wil pecagmisn and istain U fecdon of such per
wone, and will demn acl o acts o pepress such parsons, or any of them, fn any oforts they
veny ko for their actis] freedore.
“ That the an the first duy of desizmuals
the States and |un|of States, I any, in which tha ooyl e, raopectiraly, sl T b fn
anl o shall on thit
Ay s i oo fith ropeasentad in the Cangreas o the United Siates, by members <

thereks st elecSions wheesin & majurity of the qualified voles of meh Siste shal b partici-
yeveed shell, i (b s of strais omatorvalling testimony, bo doemud oxsclusivg evideacs

thal auch Slste, sail the people thoreo, ere pot then in rebelfm agsint the Trited Slates”

Hlaw, iheeefore, 1, AERABAM LINOOLN, Pusinosy or me Usee Branes, by virme of o
A an camemmsdsedachiol of the army mul wdﬂ- United Ststes, in

S o S e

the year of ser Lond svs thossand sight hamdred s siaty-dhree, s in aseord-

¥ arpos s fe e, prlicly prodimed for the full period of cue b days

lie day firsk mbove meadhmed, arder s0d dudgmis 2 the Blakes snd paris of Fiabe:

mmmw reapectively, ans fhin day in vebellion sgninst the Uiied States, (b

Faloelng to wib: Amumsan, Tesss, Lovitana, (exeept the Porishes o 81 Torsaed, Pages-
Ascerisim,

Inclaling the citivs of Norfuk

ndeu\)M-hﬂuwPHpmmﬁe peesent left qrocily i this
el

were et

Aud by wirlos of e pawer sl for Use praspams sfscsmsid, T do eedor ami declare (hat
all persaizs held & alives wilkin said Gesbgmlial Slalis and juris of Blalo sm amd beao-
Foeward sbull be froe; sad tlat Lo Esecative prremmeal of e Unibed Blabes, inclaling
Ahe military ard mval satboritess thoreof, will recogmion ind maistain the freedem of sahl

p—

And 1 barehy enjoin upon the people so doclined 0 bo free b0 abetain from all vialence,
unless in mecessary sell-definee) and T recommend te thew thet, T all mses when allswed,
Ehey Laber faithfuly fir reaspoablo wages,

And T further derlars pad maks koown Uind muh porvens, of silbla couditivn, will o
reocivisd inba tho armed servicn of e Tnited States, o garrson farls, positisns, siations, and
wtlies placas, and {0 wmsa vesls of all ssels ia sl service.

Al upon bl set, sinorcdy bellered to be an act of justice warmnted by the Consti-
tlion, upess military sosssslty, 1 invoke the conpidorate jadpmant of mankisd aml the greom

faver of Alwmighty Gl
T witness whereof T huve hereanto mot my hanl and cansed the seal of (e Ulnited
States o e sz,

howe ak. e Cer ov Wsneseron ihin sk day of Jamsacy, i (e o of au
[1 81 Lot e theuwmnl vight handel s .ucuun...u.:m 1..1.p¢|
dewcs of ten Unilesl Slales of Asesica lse sighiy-sevsiath,

../9(#‘-".- £ A Loninton

Tty the Prosidest :

Leland-Boker Draft Printing of the
Emancipation Proclamation.
The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum

hospitals and charitable causes directly,
rather than maintaining the hospital
fund account. What is clear is from
the research on the hospital fund
account and checks and donations of
documents for auction is that, from
the very beginning of the war, both
Abraham and Mary Lincoln took a
personal interest and role in ecasing
the suffering of the thousands of sick
and wounded soldiers in countless
hospitals across the country. Living at
the Soldiers” Home put the Lincolns
in a situation to see the human cost of
war, from the first national cemetery,
to the disabled veterans living on the
grounds, to contrabands and wounded
soldiers they passed nearby.  As the
war went on, day by day, the Lincolns
continued to give personal assets and
time in an effort to offer some relief to
those most in need.

Erin Carlson Mast, Director
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Make Your Next Event Presidentia

To learn more visit:

s contact: lincolncottage@nthp.org, 202.829.0436 x31232
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The Cottage glows with soft
evening light during the summer
season, lending a magical quality
and Victorian ambiance to any
celebration. Two historic buildings
and landscaped grounds offer
many options for large and small
gatherings, and formal and casual
entertaining. Call now to reserve
space for your private or corporate
event.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR OUR READERS!

THE WEIDER HISTORY GROUP IS PROUD TO OFFER PATRONS OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S COTTAGE
AN EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT ON THE FOLLOWING WEIDER HISTORY GROUP TITLES:

Devnere
Okinzws Medic’s Tale
Ludendortr's Failures.
German Sea Raiders

indispensable when they
« Figured out what
went wrong at Gallipoli
BENJAMIN ~ : « Invented modern
FRANKLIN'S | | amphibious gear
Microlending \ ' Foresaw the Pacific War
two decades early
iy

m--e-mn-.m COPPERHEADS: THE DARK INTRTGUE T0 SVERTRROW LincoTH) MARY TODD LINCOLN'’S REBEL SIBLINGS
ik Vs .n.f.'." L
y ) 3
-~ V2 L
4

Gary W. Gallagher
takes on critics of
Gettysburg’s

visitor center
places

you'll
forget
Fightin
Pa—— ghting

Tmiom Ilgh:
up Charleston

Subscribe now and enjoy the fascmatmgstm fes of the people, events, triumphs and tragedtes that deﬁne America. Find a host of expertly written articles plus
rare historic photographs, maps, and artwork within the pages of each magazine.

JUSt $ I 8 .9 S per title for a full year (six issues)
To order by phone, please call 1-800-435-0715 and mention code SOLCTX

This rate is available only to patrons of President Lincoln’s Cottage. Offer available to new subscribers only.

Subscription outside US: Add $12 /year.
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