ROBERT H. SMITH VISITOR EDUCATION CENTER

SELF-GUIDED ECO-TOUR
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non-existent levels of volatile or-
ganic compounds (VOCs). The =
absence of VOCs eliminates the
“new” smell created by off-gassing
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ROBERT H. SMITH VISITOR EDUCATION CENTER

SUSTAINABLE PRESERVATION

About the Building

The Robert H. Smith Visitor Education Center

is an Italianate Renaissance Revival style building
constructed in 1905 as part of the Soldiers’ Home
campus in northwest Washington, D.C. In 2007,
the building was sustainably rehabilitated and
adapted for use as the Visitor Education Center for
President Lincoln’s Cottage, an historic site of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

LEED Gold Status

This building received LEED Gold Certification
in April 2009. The certification was issued under
the LEED-NC 2.2 or “New Construction” rating
system, used for both new construction and major
renovations. The project received 44 credits out
of a possible 69. A minimum of 39 points was

required for LEED Gold.

Team Members

Owner - National Trust for Historic Preservation
Construction Manager - The Christman Company
Anrchitect - RMJM Hillier

Engineer - Joseph R. Loring & Associates, Inc
Project Sponsor — United Technologies Corporation

A First for the National Trust

for Historic Preservation

As the first building with LEED status at a
National Trust Historic Site, the Visitor
Education Center plays a prominent role in

the National Trust’s Sustainability Program,
which is designed to promote the understand-
ing of historic buildings as significant environ-
mental, economic, social and cultural resources.
Although the Cottage is not LEED certified, the
National Trust is committed to integrating
sustainable planning policies and sustainable
preservation treatments in both the Cottage
and the Visitor Education Center.

The sustainable rehabilitation of the Visitor
Education Center was made possible through the
support of United Technologies Corporation.
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Strengthening Ties between

the Preservation and

Sustainability Movements

The National Trust’s partnership with the U.S.
Green Building Council (USGBC) has resulted
in the improvement of LEED Green Building
standards to better reflect the benefits of building
reuse and reinvestment in existing neighborhoods.
National Trust staff worked closely with USGBC
in developing LEED v.3 and LEED-ND or
“Neighborhood Development,” which takes

into account the benefits of historic preservation
on a neighborhood.

FOUR Rs OF SUSTAINABILITY

The National Trust for Historic Preservation’s

4 Principles of Sustainable Stewardship
Reuse of older and historic buildings
Reinvest in our existing communities

Retrofit older and historic buildings
to conserve energy

Respect for our heritage buildings.

Is the Cottage “Green”?

The restoration of President Lincoln’s Cottage be-
gan in 2000, around the time LEED certification
was first developed. Although the Cottage is not
officially LEED certified, there are many features
that make the Cottage “green.”

For more information, including a downloadable
copy of this self-guided tour, the full LEED credit
report for the Robert H. Smith Visitor Educa-
tion Center, and links to articles and additional
resources, visit: http://www.lincolncottage.org/
visit/vec.htm.




